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clean and safe environment. But in an “Ownership Society”, where every good 
citizen is to take care of herself with no help from the state, there are diminishing 
incentives for her to be loyal to the nation. If the only part of the state that remains 
is a bloated military and paramilitary, and if these institutions are manned by 
mercenaries as they increasingly are, there is additionally less incentive for citizens 
to be loyal. An army of drafted citizens may be even more problematic if it is used to 
carry out overseas adventures that many people don’t support but that cause their 
only-children to die. Loyalty could fade, quickly turning distrust of the state into 
active rebellion against the nation. Or, though loyalty wane, a kind of apathetic 
acquiesce might linger in the absence of perceived better alternatives. 

This paper will discuss these and other possible futures of the unusual 
combination of a strong nation with a weak state. 


